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VEHICLE & PERSONAL


1. Don’t always be in such a hurry as you drive to work, to shop, or to school (especially with the kids in your car). A motorcycle officer may be right around the corner. In school zones, be particularly observant of the speed limit.


2. If you do receive a citation (ticket), don’t blame the police officer for your failing. You can always plead “Not Guilty” in court. And don’t ignore the citation; it will eventually turn into a warrant, and you will be arrested.


3. If another driver cuts you off, keep your cool, keep both hands on the wheel, and keep your fingers to yourself. And don’t yell nasty epithets (words or phrases) at the offending driver.


4. Above all, buckle up children in your vehicle, using the appropriate carrier, car seat, or booster seat. A child is not worth taking a chance without a safety seat. You, too, need to be belted in.


5. When you park your car, lock it and do not leave valuables inside. Vehicle burglars know that women try to hide purses under the seat. If you have to leave valuables inside, use the trunk, even though that is not completely safe.


6. Men! Don’t ever leave your car running or not running with the ignition key in it, just because you left your wife or girl friend inside to protect your car. Moises Gonzalez took advantage of just such a situation at Movies 10, when he carjacked a Volkswagen from a woman and child left alone by the driver.


7. Ladies! When you shop, never put your purse/wallet down or in your shopping basket. Keep it glued to your hand, arm, or other appropriate appendage. And do not carry in that purse large amounts of cash, your expensive jewelry, your car title, birth certificates of your children, their social security cards. Keep your personal documents at home in a safe place or in a safety deposit box. 


8. Finally, as you go about your daily activities, at work, at school, at play, or wherever, keep your eyes open, your “ear to the ground” in order to protect yourself and your loved ones from being victimized by those whose goal in life is to take advantage of others. There are plenty of them out there, and it is up to you to protect yourself from being a crime victim. Always be aware of your surroundings. 

Stay tuned for the next installment of

“Crime Fighters vs. Criminals”
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